Welcome to / # Be Home for Christmas

We’re so excited that you are considering being a part of Sycamore Tree Theatre Company’s 2025 production of /// Be
Home for Chrisunas. This musical has been an audience favorite for almost 30 years, including when we last produced it
in 2017, but it remains as relevant today as when it was first written. This musical provides us with a vehicle for reaching
our communities with a message of hope and the importance of trusting in God as our world changes around us. Itallows
us to provide a way for people who might not ever step inside a church to make a connection with CrossPointe Church so

that when they have a need they will know where they can go.

Everyone has gifts and talents. Yes, a production like this requires actors and musicians, but it also requires seamstresses
and researchers, ushers and technicians, designers and greeters, carpenters and graphic artists, marketers and cooks,
bakers and servers of all sorts. It needs people who will pray for those involved and for those who will attend, people who

will prepare meals and people who will help promote it so others will come.

Of course, as with any worthwhile endeavor, your involvement will cost you something, whether it is simply time that you
aren’t using elsewhere or it is giving up some other activity for a short period of time. We hope that the excitement of

this production will be so infectious that you will decide it is worth that cost.
We would love for you to join us in this adventure.

- 1ll Be Home for Christmas Production Team

David Potter david.potter@sycamoretrectheatre.org
Denise Diffee diffees@comcast.net

Michelle Potter  michelle.potter@sycamoretreetheatre.org
Steve Richards  stevesdg(@msn.com

Tom Diffee diffees@comcast.net

P.S. To stay up to date with information about the production, visit www.SycamoreTreeTheatre.org.
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Synopsis:
1 U Be Home for Christmas

America in 1941 and radio is king. Families would sit around the big radio in the living

room and listen to shows like “The Shadow”, “The Lone Ranger”, an “Fibber McGee and

Molly”.

Howard West and his family — two grown daughters and a grandson, plus a couple of
eccentric tenants in their apartment building — are no different as they settle in for this
year’s Thanksgiving dinner. But everyone is extra excited as radio station KJOY is gearing
up for the “Big Christmas Broadcast of 1941” by playing previews of Christmas favorites
by the Seasonaires — in that 40s big band style! — interspersed with their regular

programming of news, sports, and commercials.

All of the radio fun comes to life in Howard’s living room each time someone turns on

their favorite station!

But the atmosphere of the times is not all merry and bright during this particular holiday
season. Howard’s oldest daughter, Norma, has a husband who’s away in the military as
much of the world is already at war. And his youngest daughter Angie, who is mostly
interested in young love and the latest “crooner” on the radio, may end up, instead, with

shattered dreams.

How will this family and their friends cope with the growing anxiety in the world as they

try to prepare for Christmas 1941?

Don’t miss 1/l Be Home for Christmas, a Christmas musical from Sycamore Tree

Theatre coming in November 2025.
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ILL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

Howard West
Norma

Angie
Micky
Danny
Lil
Sid

Jerry Brainard

Radio Actors & Sound
Effects Technicians

Choir Director

Louise VanDell

Olivia Orange

Helen Foxworth

Stella Ashton

Frankie Donatello
Ricardo Fortsando

The Seasonaires

The Quackenbush Sisters
KJOY Quartet

The Dropettes

A Musical About Family and
Hope in the Golden Days
of Radio

Book and Lyrics
by
Deborah Craig-Claar

Music and Orchestration
by Mark Hayes

Cast

Grandfather, 65, wry, occasionally obstinate, but wise family patriarch

Older sister, Micky’s mother, sensible heroine who holds the home
together, in spite of separation from husband

Impulsive, overly dramatic, but sensitive and loving younger sister
8 to 10, adventurous kid who always has his hands in something
Charming, but somewhat clumsy and hapless mailman
No-nonsense building maintenance supervisor

The retired car salesman downstairs, the classic eccentric

The quintessential radio announcer

3 men & 3 women for parts including The Shadow, The Lone Ranger,
Tonto, Fibber McGee, Molly, newscaster, sportscaster, FDR (tentative)

Radio Soloists

Female Soloist (Toyland)

Latin Female Soloist (Olivia Orange Jingle)

Female Soloist (O Holy Night)

Female Soloist (Every Time I Turn Around)

Crooner Male Soloist (Without You)

Opera Tenor Soloist (Vesti la giubba)

Mixed Ensemble (Deck the Halls)

Female Ensemble (I'm Wishing You a Merry, Merry Christmas)
Female Ensemble (Station ID)

Female Ensemble (Coffee Commercial)



Audition Process for
I’ll Be Home for Christmas

EVERYONE please read and fill out the Audition Questionnaire and bring it to your audition! If
you are under 18, please indicate your age!

New to Sycamore Tree Theatre
If we have NOT seen you audition or perform with us in the past, please sign up to audition on
SATURDAY, JUNE 14th beginning at 9:00 am.

e Speaking / Ensemble Role: Prepare a 2-minute (approx.) memorized monologue and a
1-2-minute song (for singing roles).

e Ensemble-Only Role: Prepare a 1-2-minute song. Please provide your own
accompaniment or perform a cappella.

Returning Cast Member
If we HAVE seen you audition or perform with us in the past:

e Please indicate your interest in this show by signing up on the SATURDAY sheet and
mark “Speaking/Ensemble” or “Ensemble Only”.

e Be here on Saturday, Junel4th.

Note, however, that if you would like to prepare a monologue and a song, PLEASE FEEL FREE
TO DO SO. Perhaps you feel that you have grown in your craft and want to show us something

new. Or maybe you’ve been in the ensemble but would like to audition for a speaking role. (Or
maybe you just enjoy memorizing monologues!)

If this is the case, then please be here on Saturday, June 14th.

Why we do it this way

Dividing the audition process between those we have seen and those we have not does, in no
way, give preferential treatment to those we’ve worked with before. We do this simply to save
time. The audition process exists, in part, to show the directors something they haven’t seen
before, so a monologue and song from those we’ve already seen is not particularly useful in this
case.
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Audition Process: Katie’s Hope Page 2

The Audition Process

Saturday, June 14th from 9:00 am to about 2:00 pm, is where we will get down to the business of
casting specific roles. We will have a GROUP ensemble and choreography audition during the
first part of the day, and cold readings of scenes from the musical during the second part of the
day. If you are auditioning for an “ensemble only” role, you will be free to leave after the first
session.

e Ifyou are interested in a specific role, let us know. But we will also be putting different
people and groups of people together to read for different roles in order to help us make
casting decisions.

e Casting will hopefully be complete and cast list made available by June 29th.

Final note: MAKE SURE we have your email address! AND be sure to read your emails. This
is how we will communicate with you in most cases.
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1’ll Be Home for Christmas 2025

June 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 /
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Info Meeting Auditions
7 pm 9:00-2:00
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Father's Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
Casting
Results
Available

Sycamore Tree Theatre

www.SycamoreTreeTheatre.org




1’ll Be Home for Christmas 2025

September 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Kickoff
10:00-4:00

Labor Day

/ 8 9 10 11 12 13
Choreo Drama Music
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

All Cast Choreo Drama Music

Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal

2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

All Cast Choreo Drama Music

Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal

2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

28 29 30

All Cast Choreo Drama

Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal

2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

Sycamore Tree Theatre

www.SycamoreTreeTheatre.org




1’ll Be Home for Christmas 2025

October 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

Music

Rehearsal

7:00-9:30
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
All Cast Choreo Drama Music
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
All Cast Choreo Drama Music Choreo
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 2:30-5:30

Columbus Dav

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
All Cast Choreo Drama Music
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30
26 27 28 29 30 31
All Cast Choreo Drama Music
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 Halloween

Sycamore Tree Theatre

www.SycamoreTreeTheatre.org




1’ll Be Home for Christmas 2025

November 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

]
Choreo
Rehearsal
2:30-5:30

2 3 4 5 [ 7 8

All Cast Choreo Drama Music

Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal

2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

All Cast Choreo Drama Music Tech Load-in

Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal

2:00-5:00 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30 7:00-9:30

Veterans Dav

16 17 18 19 20 2] 22

All Cast TECH DRESS/TECH DRESS Perf 7:00 Perf 7:30 Perf 4:00

Rehearsal REHEARSAL REHEARSAL REHEARSAL Call Time 5:00 | Call Time 5:30 | Call Time 2:00

2:00-5:00 5:30-10:00 5:30-10:00 5:30-10:00

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Perf 5:00

Call Time 3:00 Thanksgiving

Day
30

Sycamore Tree Theatre
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1l Be Home for Christmas 2025
Production Team

Executive Producer

Producers

Director

Assistant Director
Musical Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Managers
Choreographer
Costumer & Designer
Hair

Makeup

Props Mistress

Sound Engineer
Lighting Designer

Video Director

Michelle Potter

David Potter
Denise Diffee
Tom Diffee

David Potter
Tom Diffee
Steve Richards
TBD

Julie Garrett
TBD

TBD

Richelle Haugo
TBD

TBD

TBD

Rod Garrett
Jeff Keith

Sycamore Tree Theatre

www.SycamoreTreeTheatre.org
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Getting Involved
1l Be Home for Christmas 2025

Name:
Email:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Age (if minor): Guardian (if minor):

Theatrical productions need people to be involved in lots of different ways:

00 Dramaturge / rescarch O Audio

L1 Prop procurement L0 Sound assistant

O Setdresser O Concessions

00 Stagehand O Greeters

00 Stage management O Lobby decoration

O Costume dresser O Provide cast meals

O Seamstress 00 Marketing and promotion
L1 Hair and/or makeup LI Poster and flyer distribution
O Setup / tear-down L1 Prayer teams

O Lighting 00 Rehearsal pianist

Some roles will require an audition.

O Acting. Sign up on the audition sign-up sheet.

O Singing. Sign up on the audition sign-up sheet
Circle part: Soprano Alto Tenor Bass.

O Dancing. Sign up on the audition sign-up sheet.
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